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Mr President, fellow Members,  
 
Let me begin by saying that only those who are not interested in dialogue or those who 
have something that they want to hush up could regard today’s debate as a form of 
incitement or defamation against Turkey. 

 
(Applause from all sides of the House) 

 
I would like to express my sincere thanks to all the previous speakers for their contributions to 
our efforts to deal with this very difficult topic in a responsible manner. 

 
(Applause from Members from the SPD, Alliance 90/The Greens and the FDP)  

 
“To forget the dead would be akin to killing them a second time.” These were the words 
spoken by Elie Wiesel from this podium on 27 January 2000, and it is an urgent message to 
everyone – a message which is also important for us as Members of the German 
Bundestag, and which should remind us to make our contribution to reconciliation by 
warding off the process of forgetting and making remembrance and responsibility the 
basis of the reconciliation process. 
 
I believe – and I speak as a member of the young generation – that we have a great obligation 
to play our part in fostering reconciliation wherever it is possible and meaningful to do so. This 
obligation derives from the responsibility that we all share for the unimaginable and 
unprecedented crimes against humanity which were committed in Germany’s name. In that 
sense, there are good reasons for the motion before us, which was tabled by our fellow 
Members from the CDU/CSU parliamentary group. But that only applies – and let me make 
this clear – if our main objective, in our further deliberation of this motion, is genuinely to 
strengthen German efforts to support reconciliation between Turks and Armenians.  



 
(Applause from Members from the SPD) 

 
That is why we should use the motion before us as the basis for drafting a cross-party 
motion involving all the parliamentary groups in this House, and we should do so with 
the necessary integrity and have the courage to be honest. Let me reiterate what some 
of the previous speakers have said: for all of us, it is about reconciliation, not reproach.  
 

(Applause from all sides of the House) 
 
The European Union was founded on the desire for reconciliation, and that is the basis of this 
great project’s success. Who is in a better position to say that than the Germans? Our rapid 
reintegration into the European community of democratic states set our course for the future. 
It showed courage, on the part of our neighbours, to forgive us, despite the immense suffering 
that we had inflicted upon them. For that reason, our priority – indeed, the starting point for all 
our efforts – must be to ensure that remembrance of the fate of more than one million 
Armenians who were the victims of state-sponsored expulsions and massacres is always at the 
forefront of our deliberations. We cannot bring the victims back, but we should be 
unflinching in our efforts to ensure that they are never, ever forgotten.  
 

(Applause from all sides of the House) 
 
A history of Europe would not be complete if it did not include dignified commemoration of 
these Armenian victims. 
 
I should like to endorse what some of the previous speakers have said: the Bundestag is 
not the place to make judgments about history. That has already been done by the vast 
majority of serious-minded historians who have described the crimes committed against 
the Armenians in unequivocal terms as genocide. Our task is to make a contribution to a 
process of honest reckoning with our European history. That is why the SPD parliamentary 
group takes the view that as this House continues work on this motion, the following three 
key points must be uppermost in our minds. 
 
Firstly, the German Bundestag recognises that during the First World War, Germany bore a 
share of the responsibility for the genocide against the Armenians, partly through 
concealment, and partly through involvement, tacit approval, and failure to take effective 
counteraction.  
 

(Applause from Claudia Roth (Alliance 90/The Greens)) 
 
So I reiterate the comments made by Mr Kuhn. I think that the revised motion should 
include an apology to the Armenian people.  
 
Secondly, we should do our utmost to make it clear that we are not making accusations, and 
that our purpose is to help our friends in Turkey – who are still, for the most part, in a state of 



denial – to move forward and face up to the historic responsibility for the actions of the 
Young Turk government and to ask the descendants of the victims for forgiveness.  
 
Thirdly, and this has already been said: we should do our utmost to foster further 
cooperation and friendship between Armenia and Turkey and to restore relations to a 
state of normality. The Armenians’ isolationist approach is a dangerous one: it is not in line 
with the European idea and cannot possibly be in Europe’s interests. 

 
(Applause from Members from the SPD and Alliance 90/The Greens) 

 
I should like to conclude by emphasising once again – and I think this is shown by today’s 
debate – that it is not about placing obstacles in Turkey’s way as it moves towards a united 
Europe. I have always been, and remain, a firm advocate for the commencement of 
accession negotiations with Turkey. I have great respect for the people of Turkey and all 
that they have achieved, and I have great respect for the people of Turkish origin who live 
here in Germany. 
 

(Applause from Members from the SPD, Alliance 90/The Greens, 
the CDU/CSU and the FDP) 

 
However, this respect and friendship mean dealing honestly with each other. I think that it 
would ultimately have become untenable for all sides if we had remained silent simply because 
we wanted to spare the feelings of some of our Turkish friends. That’s not what real friendship 
is about. 
 
Real friendship means telling the truth and wrangling over ideas. Wolfgang Thierse 
describes it like this: working together on European remembrance means that the 
collective memories of the individual countries must gradually be replaced by a shared 
European memory. That will be a painful process for everyone and will prove very 
challenging. But I see no alternative if, in the long term, we want a genuinely united 
Europe which includes Turkey. I hope that this makes it clear that it is about going forward 
towards Europe with Turkey, not against it. 
 

(Applause from Members from the SPD and Alliance 90/The Greens) 
 

Let me make one final point, if I may. As many of you will recall, our former colleague 
Dietrich Sperling, who was a Member of this House for many years, was always a staunch 
advocate for reconciliation in the Caucasus. I would like to quote from a letter which he 
wrote, in which he encourages us to think about what we, as Germans, can do to mitigate 
the conflicts there and contribute to reconciliation. He says that we should seek to 
achieve an unfalsified account of the events that took place there and the motives of the 
actors. This, he says, requires international cooperation, not confrontation. As Germans, 
we should facilitate and participate in this process – not in an accusatory manner, but in 
order to become more aware of our own part in these events. He argues that we should 
embrace the certainty to no longer deceive ourselves about our own role. Dietrich Sperling is 



quite right, in my view. He concludes by calling on the German Bundestag and the German 
Government to launch a research project to investigate Germany’s role in the Armenian 
question. That, in my view, is a groundbreaking approach and underlines once again that 
this is also about us and our responsibility; it is not about pointing the finger at others.  
 
Thank you. 

 
(Applause from Members from the SPD, Alliance 90/The Greens,  

the CDU/CSU and the FDP) 


